Teaching Innovations, Volume 37, Issue 4, pp. 98-115
DOI: 10.5937/inovacije2404098G

&

E
[l

Aleksandra J. Gojkov Raji¢! © Original
Marijana N. Papri¢ research paper

University of Belgrade, Faculty of Education, Belgrade, Serbia

Paper received: Sep 9 2024
Paper accepted: Nov 1 2024

Distance Learning: Article Published: Dec 20 2024

New Challenges in the Teaching of German
and Russian Languages for Specific Purposes

Extended summary

The paper presents the findings of an exploratory research of quantitative approach
which was conducted using the method of systematic non-experimental observation, in which
statistical analyses were a substitute for experimental controls with the ame to provide answers
to the following questions:

e Does online teaching make learning a foreign language more difficult or easier?

e What is the structure of the relationship between the sociodemographic characteris-
tics of the respondents and the forms of teaching that have proven to be interesting
and useful, and those that have been assessed as less suitable for working in the online
mode?

e Does the assessment of students regarding the question of whether online teaching
makes learning a foreign language easier or more difficult correspond to the success
of the use of ICT?

The research was placed in the context of theories underlying the self-regulation of
learning, in which motivational aspects are at the top of the inclusion list (Bandura, Deci, Ryan,
Sternberg) and which define self-regulation as control over oneself, which also includes align-
ing behavior with goals as personal standards, of particular importance being the connection
between self-regulation and proactivity in learning and teaching as their essential characteris-
tics, as well as the fact that in the approach to learning, an individual transforms his or her own
mental abilities into academic skills.
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The sample is convenient, consisting of 107 students of the Faculty of Teacher Education, Uni-
versity of Belgrade, teaching departments of this faculty in Vr$ac and Novi Pazar, and the Preschool
Teacher Training College in Vrsac.

A Likert-type questionnaire with two parts was used as the instrument in the survey (the first
part was designed to collect general data about the respondents (predictive variables): gender, age, in-
stitution of education, year of study, foreign language (German or Russian), grade in the foreign lan-
guage being studied and length of study; the second part (10 questions) was used to collect informa-
tion on the above questions). The reliability of this instrument, expressed by Cronbach’s o coefficient,
is adequate (a=.87).

Based on the findings, it was concluded that both the general and working hypotheses were
confirmed. The success of the use of ICT supports this thesis, as can be seen from the fact that stu-
dents who use hypermedia content for learning a foreign language emphasize that online teaching
facilitates learning, while students who do not use ICT for learning a foreign language believe that
both types of teaching have their advantages, and they equate their assessments of the advantages of
online teaching with what is otherwise provided by direct teaching. This finding could be attributed
to the inadequacy of the use of ICT in the field of foreign language learning by half of the respond-
ents, because they are less committed to it, and a step further, to the motivational factors that under-
lie these findings. The reasons for not using online opportunities for learning a foreign language were
not directly in the focus of this research, but the assumption is that they should be sought in motiva-
tion, as an essential part of the self-regulation of learning. However, the findings related to technical
problems, communication problems, and specific technical problems (a lack of digital literacy, audi-
tory and visual connectivity in online classes, etc.) indicate limiting factors, i.e. the importance of this
issue for further research.

Related to the aforementioned are the more complex issues of personalization of learning and,
within it, the adequacy of technological innovations to encourage motivation and self-regulation as
a significant indicator of the scarcer use of ICT for learning a foreign language for specific purposes.
The findings of the research, which singles out the use of ICT for learning a foreign language as the
only significant predictor of a positive direction in the set of predictors and criterion variables, con-
firm the findings of the previous research which state that there are already quite developed programs
that encourage the self-regulation of learning, by providing a framework in which a student can cre-
ate different content and use the HTML language to obtain information on various topics (texts, dia-
grams, images, graphs, tables, audio and video clips...), in other words, the tools for learning a foreign
language, as well as programs that provide cognitive tools for creating, sharing and exchanging infor-
mation objects, etc. Focusing on the research of learning strategies supports learning, provided that
students are motivated to use them, but this is not always easy to achieve in teaching practice. In con-
nection with the above, significant findings indicate the problem of the inadequacy of many learning
style models and their partial overlap. Among the aspects related to skills, the following stand out as
the most suitable for acquisition in an online environment: translation, listening, reading, and con-
versation. In addition, the respondents also recognize better cooperation among participants in on-
line classes, better acquisition of knowledge, and greater availability of materials as important aspects
and skills, which indicates that students find forms and contents that match their level of knowledge
and interests. As for the suggestions for practitioners, the conclusion remains that more time and at-




tention should be devoted to the personalization of learning, that is, to the possibilities of adapting
the hypermedia to the individual profile of students (level of knowledge, goals, interests or motiva-
tion, which is in most cases introjected, which is confirmed by the findings of other researchers). This
is particularly highlighted in the findings that students better accept work on a well-adapted platform
than in an online class.

Keywords: distance learning, foreign languages for specific purposes, German language, Rus-
sian language.

References

e Asratian, N. M., Radionova, S. A. i TSyganova, E. B. (2022). Inoformatsionno-
kommunikatsionnye tekhnologii v iazykovom obuchenii. Pedagogicheskoe obrazovanie, 3(8),
233-239.

e Astanina, A. N. (2019). Problemy tsifrovizatsii pri obuchenii inostrannomu iazyku v vuze. In
Global'naiakonferentsiia po tekhnologiiam v obrazovanii Edcrunch Ural: novye obrazovatel'nye
tekhnologii v vuze. Sbornik statei uchastnikov konferentsii (str. 6-11). ITOO UrFU. https://
elar.urfu.ru/handle/10995/74053.

e Azimov, E. G.iShchukin, A. N. (2009). Novyi slovar’ metodicheskikh terminov i poniatii (teoriia
i praktika obucheniia iazykam). Izdatel'stvo IKAR.

e Bandura, A. (2006). Guide for Creating Self-Efficacy Scales. In E Pajares, & T. Urdan (Eds.),
Self-Efficacy Beliefs of Adolescents (pp. 307-337). IAP — Information Age Publishing.

e Baumeister, R. E & Vohs, K. D. (Eds.) (2004). Handbook of Selfregulation: Research, Theory,
and Applications. The Guilford Press.

e DeciE. L., & Ryan R. M. (2008). Facilitating optimal motivation and psychological well-being
across life’s domains. Canadian Psychology, 49, 14-23.

e Dordevi¢, D. D., Pavlovi¢ Z. M., i Vesi¢ Pavlovi¢ T. S. (2020). Misljenja studenata o onlajn
nastavi engleskog jezika — moguc¢nosti i ogranicenja. Zbornik radova Filozofskog fakulteta u
Pristini, 50(4), 117-140. https://doi.org/10.5937/ZRFFP50-27881

e Dori¢, B, Bjeki¢, D., i Stojkovi¢, M. (2022). Interakciona uklju¢enost univerzitetskih e-
nastavnika i kvalitet e-nastave u realnom vremenu. IV Didakti¢ka konferencija predmetne
didaktike: Informacione tehnologije, neminovnost i/ili potreba. Zbornik radova [Elektronski
izvor] (str. 65-75). Drustvo predmetnih didakticara Srbije. https://metodike.bio.bg.ac.rs/iz-
davacka-delatnost

e Gojkov-Raji¢, A., i Prtljaga, J. (2016). Digital Technologies and Student Autonomy in Foreign
Language Learning. U D. Barkovi¢, i B. Runzheimer (ur.). Interdisciplinary Management Re-
search XII (pp. 697-705). Josip Juraj Strossmayer University of Osijek, Faculty of Economics in
Osijek, Croatia, Postgraduate Studies Management, Hochschule Pforzheim Universitet.

e Gojkov-Raji¢, A., Stojanovi¢, A., Safranj, J., i Gojkov, G. (2021). Didakticki aspekti samoregu-
lacije ucenja darovitih [Elektronski izvor]. Srpska akademija obrazovanja. http://www.sao.org.
rs/documents/2021/didakticki_aspekti_samoregulacije_ucenja.pdf




Loncari¢, D. (2014). Motivacija i strategije samoregulacije ucenja: teorija, mjerenje i primjena.
Uciteljski fakultet SveuciliSta u Rijeci.

Matijagevi¢, J., Cari¢, M., i Skorié, S. (2021). Online nastava u visokom obrazovanju: prednosti,
nedostaci i izazovi. U V. Kati¢ (ur.). Trendovi razvoja: On-line nastava na univerzitetima (str.
165-168). Fakultet tehnic¢kih nauka u Novom Sadu.

Novakovi¢, A. (2021). Funkcionalnost elektronskih interaktivnih platformi u onlajn nastavi.
Nastava i vaspitanje, 70(1), 105-125. https://doi.org/10.5937/nasvas2101105N

Novakovi¢, A.,iBozi¢, S. (2020). Stavovi studenata srbistike prema platformama za elektronsko
ucenje (Google Classroom n Hangouts Meet). Metodicki vidici, 11(1), 13-28. https://doi.
org/lO. 19090/mv.2020.11.13-28

Novakovi¢, A. M. (2023). Potencijalna resenja za poboljsanje kvaliteta onlajn univerzitetske
nastave iz ugla studenata srbistike. U N. Blagojevi¢ i N. Tatar (ur.). Ulenje u pandemiji - suma
utisaka: tematski zbornik radova [Elektronski izvor] (str. 109-122). Filozofski fakultet Uni-
verziteta u NiSu. https://izdanja.filfak.ni.ac.rs/zbornici/2023/ucenje-u-pandemiji--summa-
utisaka.

Popescu, E. (2008a). An Artificial Intelligence Course Used to Investigate Students’ Lear-
ning Style. In F. Li et al. (Eds.). Advances in Web Based Learning - ICWL 2008 (pp. 122-
131). ICWL 2008. Lecture Notes in Computer Science, vol 5145. Springer, Berlin. https://doi.
org/10.1007/978-3-540-85033-5_13

Popescu, E. (2008b). Dynamic Adaptive Hypermedia Systems for e-learning [Unpublished doc-
toral dissertation]. University of Craiova.

Popescu, E. (2009). Diagnosing Students’ Learning Style in an Educational Hypermedia System.
https://dcti.ucv.ro/personal/elvira.popescu/docs/publications/book_2009.pdf

Popescu, E., Badica, C., & Trigano, P. (2008). Learning Objects’ Architecture and Indexing
in WELSA Adaptive Educational System. Scalable Computing: Practice and Experience, 9(1),
11-20.

Popovi¢, K., Glisi¢, T., i Jorgi¢, D. (2023). Percepcije studenata o vrijednostima i ograni¢enjima
nastave na daljinu tokom pandemije Covid-19. Research in Pedagogy, 13(1), 119-130. https://
doi.org/10.5937/IstrPed2301119P

Radovanovi¢, M. (2023). Pokrivenost gradiva leksicko-gramatickim testovima na platformi
MUDL (MOODLE) i njen uticaj na motivaciju studenata za ucenje ruskog kao izbornog stra-
nog jezika na Filoloskom fakultetu u Beogradu. U B. Maric¢, J. Gini¢, i L. Medenica (ur.). Ruski
jezik u Srbiji i Republici Srpskoj danas: zbornik radova povodom 75 godina Slavistickog drustva
Srbije (str. 341-360). Slavisticko drustvo Srbije. https://doi.org/10.18485/sd_ruski75.2023.
ch22

Risti¢, M. R. (2019). Model digitalnog nastavnog okruzenja za strani jezik struke. Inovacije u
nastavi, 32(2), 106-121. https://doi.org/10.5937/inovacije1902106R

Risti¢, M. R., i Blagdanic, S. R. (2017). Nove perspektive u obrazovanju - vanucionicka nasta-

va u digitalnom okruZenju. Inovacije u nastavi, 30(2), 1-14. https://doi.org/10.5937/inovaci-
je1702001R




Sternberg, R. J. (2005). Intelligence, competence and expertise. In A. J Elliot, & C. S. Dweck
(Eds.). Handbook of competence and motivation (pp. 15-31). The Guilford Press.

Shumskaia, S. A. (2015). Sposoby poysheniia motivatsii uchastiia studentov v onlain kursakh.
In N. I. Almazova et al. (Eds.). Voprosy metodiki prepodavaniia v vuze, 4 (18), (pp. 166-172).
Izdatel'stvo politekhnicheskogo universiteta Sankt Peterburg.

Tanasijevi¢, M. ], i Jankovi¢, N. Z. (2021). The New Virtual Reality — Teachers’ and Students’
Perceptions and Experience in English Language Learning and Teaching Online. Inovacije u
nastavi, 34(4), 167-186. https://doi.org/10.5937/inovacije2104167T

Trapeznikova, O. A. (2023). Internet resursi za usavr$avanje onlajn-nastave (na primeru
¢asova ruskog jezika). U N. Blagojevi¢ i N. Tatar (ur.). Ucenje u pandemiji — summa utisaka:
tematski zbornik radova [Elektronski izvor] (str. 249-256). Filozofski fakultet Univerziteta u
Nisu. https://izdanja.filfak.ni.ac.rs/zbornici/2023/ucenje-u-pandemiji--summa-utisaka

Vidosavljevi¢, M. M. (2021). Digitalna pismenost i u¢enje stranih jezika. Bastina, 54, 87-102.
https://doi.org/10.5937/bastina31-32568

Vujovi¢, A., i Risti¢, M. (2015). Hibridna nastava — mogucnost realizacije modela izokrenute
ucionice u nastavi francuskog jezika na Uciteljskom fakultetu. Primenjena lingvistika, 16, 143
151. https://doi.org/10.18485/primling.2015.16.12

Zimmerman, B. J. (2001). Theories of Self-Regulated Learning and Academic Achievement:
An Overview and Analysis. In B. J. Zimmerman, i D. H. Schunk (Eds.). Self-regulated learning
and academic achievement: Theoretical perspectives (2nd ed.). (pp. 1-37). Lawrence Erlbaum
Associates Publishers.

Zimmerman, B.J. (2002). Becoming a Self-Regulated Learner: An Overview. Theory into Prac-
tice, 41(2), 64-70.




