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A Contribution to Understanding the Process
of Globalisation of Higher Education
and Approaches to Its Study

Extended summary

Higher education is the driving force and a prerequisite for economic and social pros-
perity and progress of any society in the twenty-first century, and globalization is the context
that determines higher education and sets demands on it that cannot be ignored. Given that
previous papers on the globalization of higher education mostly offer a fragmented and partial
view of this phenomenon, starting from a broad definition and focusing on some specific as-
pects of this process, the goal of this paper is a more complete and systematic definition of the
phenomenon of the globalization of higher education and its impact on higher education sys-
tems. The study is theoretical, based on a descriptive and comparative method, and an analysis
of the content, discourse and narrative of the relevant and available literature was used. In ad-
dition to the stated goal, the paper specifies the approaches to the study of the impact of glo-
balization on higher education, both the initial ones that were developed within international
organizations, and the academic ones that marked a deeper and more comprehensive under-
standing of the phenomenon of the globalization of higher education.

Through the approach of defining the analyzed phenomenon, in the paper we divided it
into two basic dimensions, epistemological and ontological, in an effort to modify the current
point of view developed in the existing literature, within which globalization is understood as
a modern phenomenon and its impact on higher education is observed after a certain period
from which it supposedly originates. Given that the globalization of higher education at our
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scientific scene has been approached so far without an attempt to define more rigorously the
phenomenon under discussion, in the first part of the paper we listed the basic elements and
domains that provide the basis for a more precise definition of this form of globalization, and
this phenomenon is determined in more detail in relation to related and similar phenomena
such as internationalization and Europeanization.

This paper asserts the point of view that globalization is just a new name for a phenom-
enon that has existed in modern civilization for much longer than the end of the 20th century
and whose genesis was also contributed to by higher education, and which leads to the changed
role of modern higher education institutions is summed up in the reshaping of relations along
the line of the state - the market - university. Some of the characteristics of the new model of
knowledge production are: research problems are no longer set in a disciplinary manner, the
forms of knowledge production are not hierarchical but heterogeneous, knowledge production
no longer takes place only at universities but also outside them, and, above all, numerous actors
are involved in that production and the social responsibility of higher education also plays a big
role. The influence of the management approach on the production of contemporary political
documents is evident, which are almost without epistemological and scientific references, and
the changes in the narrative no longer include the terminology characteristic of social sciences.
The understanding of the higher education management patterns is changing, which concerns
the organization of individual sectors, participation in making decisions, mechanisms of their
implementation, methods of evaluating the achieved results, mechanisms for allocating avail-
able resources, as well as strategic prioritization. The mentioned definitions are specified in re-
lation to the phenomena similar to globalization, such as the Europeanization and internation-
alization of higher education.

In literature, various approaches to the study of the observed phenomena are identified
in which the new theories of critical modernism stand out - including feminism, critical race
theory, and subordinate theories of social space nested in the theoretical network of postcolo-
nialism. These approaches change views on education in general, and on higher education as
well, by re-examining their value dimensions. Numerous international organizations that are
direct actors in the globalization process have expectations from higher education in terms of
their direct contribution to the gross social product, but also to contribute to social cohesion,
because in order for the economy and trade to function, at least a minimum of social order and
stability is needed.

We expect that this paper has multiple pedagogical and andragogic implications, pri-
marily in terms of the expectation that a comprehensive review of the current relevant and
available literature will contribute to an easier navigation of researchers and the interested pub-
lic in the processes, debates and analyses related to the globalization of higher education that
will follow in the future.
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